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had ever been attempted before a British house of
commons. He said there was a mighty army upon
paper; bat when it came to be reviewed, it was
foi!0.d to be good for nothing. When members
came forward to parliament, with an account of the
army expenses, they represented it as a more splen-
did establishment than even Louis XIV. could ever
boast. Bat when a requisition was made to furnish
men for actual service, it was found to be composed
of trash unfit to be trusted on any expedition,
Raised, as they had been, upon a system of corrupt
jobbing, they consisted of children and enfeebled old
men, with a parcel of boys at their head. The re-
medial operation, which was adopted, was to bring
forward the Duke of York, as the retriever of the
British army, and the restorer of its discipline. The
honorable gentleman was also profusely, and very
justly, liberal of his encomiums upon his Royal
Highness; nor was he very abstemious in his claims
of merit for himself. Before his plan could be put
in execution, an immense number of tremendous
difficulties were to be conquered. The regiments
were to be reduced, and marched from one end of
the kingdom to the other, in order to be drafted,
and a rendezvous was to be held at Southampton,
for a general review previous to their embarkation.
The ordnance service could not be provided, on
account of their limited scale of operations admitted
by the foundry at Woolwich. Transports could
not be provided, on account of our increased and
increasing trade, and double winds (a curious
phrase) were requisite to convey the ordnance
^tores from Woolwich to Spithead. In fine, the
expedition had always difficulties to encounter, and,
unfortunately, the difficulties always got the better
of it, and incredible disgraces had always been the
fruit of incredible exertions. What, he asked, would
have been said in the days of the late Earl of Chat-
ham, if he had adduced such apologies for the failure
of an expedition? And he reminded the right ho-